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For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

       Hebrews 4:12 
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Reflections 

To be in Christ, then, is to possess what is often spoken of as full salvation: everything 
necessary to our past, present, future and eternal welfare has been stored up in Christ for us to 
share and enjoy.  But it is not only benefits and blessings that are in Christ; we are in him 
ourselves.  Full salvation belongs to us as a matter of objective fact, but it is through union 
with our living Savior that we experience its warmth and personal reality. 

       Alec Motyer 
   
In themselves believers have no life, or strength, or spiritual power.  All that they have of vital 
religion comes from Christ . . . .  Their root is Christ, and all that there is in the root is for the 
benefit of the branches.  Because he lives, they shall also live. 

   J. C. Ryle 

Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts,  
thou fount of life, thou light of men,  
from the best bliss that earth imparts 
we turn unfilled to thee again. 

                                     Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) 

(The priest Tikhon speaks) . . . there are no words or thoughts in human language to express all 
the ways and reason of the Lamb “until His ways are openly revealed to us.” Who can embrace 
Him who is unembraceable, who can grasp the whole of Him who is infinite? 
      
       Fyodor Dostoevsky  

   from Demons 
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Call to Worship     from Psalm 95 

Leader:  Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
      let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
People: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
     let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
Leader:  For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
  Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
      let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
People: For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, 
     and the sheep of his hand. 

Hymn of Praise: All Praise to God Who Reigns Above 
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Prayer of Praise and the Lord’s Prayer  

Confession of Sin 

Scripture Reading: James 1:19-27 

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  Therefore put away all 
filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is 
able to save your souls.  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his 
natural face in a mirror.  For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he 
was like.  But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being 
no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.  If anyone thinks he 
is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is 
worthless.  Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Corporate Confession of Sin     

 Holy and merciful Father: We consider these words in stunned silence.  We read 
and know that we fall desperately short.  We do not listen to others.  Instead, we make 
sure others hear us.  We are not slow to anger.  Our anger fires at every small spark of 
word or deed.  We don't put away the filthiness of the world as children of God.  
Instead we embrace it as children of men.  We hear the Word but avoid doing, 
knowing all the time that we build houses on a foundation of sand.  We run from 
ministries and from those hurting, in need and in pain.  Your perfect law is abhorrent 
to us and in our eyes is a law of prison rather than liberty. 
 Forgive us, Lord.  In this time of confession, take us once again to the cross of 
Jesus, to the wondrous Gospel, and forgive us in His holy name.  Through the Holy 
Spirit, strengthen our hearts and wills, and keep us focused on Jesus, our hope and 
only redeemer. Amen.    

Silent Reflection and Confession 

Assurance of Pardon and the Peace of God:   1 John 1: 8-19 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Leader: People of God: We stand before Him clothed in the perfect righteousness of Christ  
  our Lord.  In Him and Him alone, we find grace, redemption and peace.  May that  
  peace, the peace of God, always go with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Collections of Tithes & Offerings 

Hymn of Response:  Lord With Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee 
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Offertory Prayer Jeremy Jones 

Hymn: Doxology 

Affirmation of Faith  from Colossians 1:15-20 

Leader:  What do you believe about the Lord Jesus Christ? 

People: He is the image of  the invisible God,  the firstborn of all creation.   For 
by  him all things were created,  in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether  thrones or  dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created  through him and for him.   And  he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together.   And he is the head of the 
body, the church.  He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that 
in everything he might be preeminent.   For  in him all the  fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, and  through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his 
cross. 

Hymn:  Gloria Patri 

Prayer of Intercession 

Hymn of Preparation:  Before the Throne of God Above   

    (Music on Next Page) 
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The Preaching of the Word  

Scripture: Ephesians 1 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are 
faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blessed be  the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing  in the heavenly places,  even as he  chose us in him  before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be  holy and blameless before him.  In love  he 
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.   In 
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight   making known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of 
him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to 
hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.   In him you also, when you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of 
his glory. 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,  may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 
revelation in the knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is  the hope to which he has called you, what are  the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 
believe, according to the working of his great might  that he worked in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule 
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come.  And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over 
all things to the church which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Leader:  The  grass withers, the flower fades, 
People:  But the Word of our God will stand forever! 

Sermon:  Why Should I Gain from His Reward?  Rev.  Joel Gibson   
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   Sermon Points:  

I. Rewards in Christ (1-8)  

II. All Things United in Christ (9-12) 

III. The Kingdom of Christ (13-23)  
Prayer 

Preparatory Hymn  A Parting Hymn We Sing (v. 1, 2) 
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The Sacrament of Communion 

Pastor:  Now in our worship,  the table has been set.  Now as we prepare to feast 
together at this table that the Lord Jesus Christ has provided for us, where He 
gives Himself to us, that we might receive Him by faith—that we might be 
strengthened and nourished by Him in every way.  This table is a gift of God for 
the covenant community—the people of God. Let us give thanks! 

Prayer  

Pastor:  These are the Words of Institution: As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 
having blessed it, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
My body given for you.” 

   
  And as we share this Bread, let us pray and give thanks.  

Prayer 

Distribution of the Bread 

Pastor:  The Bread is communion to the body of Christ; let us eat together! 

Pastor:  And again, let us give thanks! 

Prayer   

Pastor: Thank you that Jesus drank a cup of wrath, that we might drink a cup of 
blessing; a cup of life and joy; a cup of covenant renewal.  We give you thanks 
and praise. 

  As the wine flows out, again, let us pray and give thanks. 

Distribution of Wine 

Pastor: These are the Words of Institution: Then He took the cup, after supper, saying 
this is the New Covenant in My blood.  Do this, as often as you drink of it, as my 
memorial.   

  
  May the peace of Christ be with you! 

 People:  And also with you. 
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Closing Hymn: A Parting Hymn We Sing (v. 3, 4) 

Benediction:   Ephesians 3:20-21 

Pastor: Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think, according to the power at work within us,  to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever.   

 And God’s people said: 

All: Amen!


